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Note to Teacher:  This lesson reinforces one of the Six Pillars of Character: Responsibility. Specifically, it 
emphasizes pursuing excellence—i.e., do your best, be prepared, stay focused, work hard.  It offers the teacher 
guidelines to follow after students have viewed the SASO Vignette featuring Michaela Ashford.  
 
Discussion questions, scenarios and suggestions for writing and speaking assignments have been designed to 
develop student critical thinking, reflection, interaction, and creativity.  They are interchangeable and certain 
activities are more appropriate for different age groups.  The teacher will determine and select content for specific 
ages. 
 
With regard to discussion questions and scenarios, teachers may pose questions to students individually or to small 
groups.  With regard to the latter, a spokesperson for each group should be selected to summarize discussion to the 
rest of the class. 
 
Discussions Questions:  Vocabulary and Concepts   
 

1. What does it mean to be different? 
 

2. How are you different from others?  For example, how are you different from your friends? 
 

3. What does diversity mean? 
 

4. What are some of the different types of diversity? 
 

5. Is diversity important?  Why or why not? 
 

6. What are examples of diversity in your school? 
 

7. Do you have to agree with others to be friends with them?  Why or why not? 
 

8. Give an example of a time that you and your friends disagreed on an issue and how you worked it out.  If 
you didn’t work it out, why didn’t you? 
 

9. Is diversity important in a democracy?  Why or why not?  
 

10. What, if anything, do you learn from diversity?   
 

11. Describe a time when you learned something valuable from someone who was different from you. 
 

12. What is your opinion about diversity?  Give examples. 
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Scenarios:  What would you do? 
 

1. A new student attends your school and is in your class.  He is from another country and does not speak 
English well.  How do you react?      
 

2. Some of your classmates/friends say terrible things about the new student and mock him.  What would you 
do? 
 

3. Some of your classmates/friends say terrible things about and/or mock others who are different; they think 
their comments are funny. What would you do?     
 
 

 
Writing/Speaking Assignments:  Students either may write a brief paper or give a speech about the topic (length 
and guidelines to be determined by the teacher). 
 

1. Give an example of …or write about a time…when you learned that diversity is (or is not) important. 

2. Give an example of …or write about a time… when you were different from others. 

3. Give an example of …or write about a time… when you disagreed with your friends and it destroyed your 

friendship.   

4. Give an example of …or write about a time… when you disagreed with your friends and you remined 

friends. 

5. Give an example of …or write about a time… when you observed someone struggle who was different 

from you.  How did you react? 

6. Give an example …or write about a time… when you felt good about diversity. 

7. Should we celebrate diversity?  Why or why not? 

8. If we should celebrate diversity, give examples of how we should celebrate it. 

9. Have you ever attended events that celebrate diversity?  If you have, describe them. 

10. Are you open-minded or close-minded? Give examples. 

11. What is stereotyping? Give examples. 

12. Should we respect both differences and similarities in others?  Why or why not? 

13. What does “thinking outside the box” mean?  Give examples. 

14. What three words best describe you?  Give examples. 

15. Write a poem or song about diversity. 

16. Write a poem or song about agreeing to disagree. 
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17. Select one of the quotations (brainyquote.com) below and explain what it means. 
 

a) “Different roads sometimes lead to the same castle.”  
~ George R.R. Martin, A Game of Thrones 
 

b) “One of the greatest regrets in life is being what others would want you to be, rather than being 
yourself.” ~ Shannon L. Alder 
 

c) “It is time for parents to teach young people early on that in diversity there is beauty and there is 
strength.” ~ Maya Angelou 
 

d) “I know there is strength in the differences between us. I know there is comfort, where we overlap.”  
~ Ani DiFranco 

 
e) “Strength lies in differences, not in similarities” ~ Stephen R. Covey 

 
f) “Our ability to reach unity in diversity will be the beauty and the test of our civilization.”  

~ Mahatma Gandhi 
 

g) “If we cannot end now our differences, at least we can help make the world safe for diversity.” 
~ John F. Kennedy 

h) “Never judge someone  
  By the way he looks  
  Or a book by the way it's covered;  
  For inside those tattered pages,  
  There's a lot to be discovered” ~ Stephen Cosgrove 
 

i) “A democracy thrives on diversity.  Tyranny oppresses it.” ~Sam Brownback 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


